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GUIDANCE NOTES

1. What is Islington Community Chest?
Islington Community Chest is a small grants fund provided by Islington Council, in partnership with Cripplegate Foundation to support local voluntary, community and faith organisations based in Islington with a turnover of under £100,000.

2. Who can apply?
Groups must have:

· a management committee of at least 3 unrelated people
· a governing document or constitution  
· a bank account 
· Organisations which have substantial reserves will not be considered for funding
· Funding will be restricted to groups based in Islington and only in exceptional cases where no local organisation can provide a similar project or service, will an application from a group outside of Islington be considered. All decisions will be made on a case by case basis. 
3. Islington Priorities for Funding
Our priority is to support applications from the most deprived areas of Islington. Groups are encouraged to show how their application will benefit those Islington residents who most need assistance. 

Islington Community Chest aims to:

· provide opportunities for less advantaged neighbourhoods

· promote a vibrant cohesive community

· contribute to local regeneration

· empower people to take an active part in their communities

· develop trust between people

· build confidence

Applications are invited which focus on:

· Promotion of better mental and physical health & independence and choice for older & vulnerable people 

· Improving the environment and quality of life in neighbourhoods 

· Raising educational achievement & providing positive opportunities for children and parents 

· Improving skills, encouraging volunteering and supporting local residents back into work

· Contributing to safer communities; reducing antisocial behaviour & crime through drugs and alcohol 
4. What sort of activities can we fund?
· parent and toddler groups
· sports and exercise activities 
· social clubs 

· youth clubs and other young peoples’ organisations
· tenants and residents associations 
· Black Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) community groups 
· new refugee communities 

· migrant groups

· supplementary schools 
· women’s groups

· victim support groups 
· activity-based clubs 
· events & festivals 
· arts projects 

· specialist training courses for staff, management committee and volunteers

· publications or exhibitions of work

· intergenerational work

5. What we cannot fund

· political activities

· promotion of religion

· construction or acquisition of buildings

· general appeals
· forums and membership organisations 
· trips/outings

· debts
· events which have already taken place

· expenses which have already been incurred
· national organisations with local branches in Islington

· statutory organisations

· grants to individuals 
6. How much money is available?
· £214,000 will be available in 2011/2012 for small grants of up to £5,000.

· Only one grant a year is available and organisations can apply only once.
7. Timetable

There will be 2 funding rounds:
	Funding Round
	Timetable


	Round 1
Application deadline
Notification of decision
	Thursday 30th June 2011 (12 noon)
By 1st October 2011


	Round 2
Application deadline
Notification of decision
	Thursday 24th November 2011 (12 noon)
By 1st April 2012



Applications can be made at any time of the year prior to the application deadline. We cannot guarantee that applications submitted after the deadline will be considered.
Decisions on applications are final and there is no appeals procedure. 
Funded groups must complete their project or activity within 12 months of the grant being awarded.
8. Help with applying


Help and support with applying to Islington Community Chest is available 
from:
· Cripplegate Foundation on:
Tel: 020 7566 3130 or 
e-mail grants@cripplegate.org.uk
· Voluntary Action Islington (VAI) – Development Officer – Small Groups: Yvette Ellis, Tel: 020 7832 5826/5800 or 
email: yvette.ellis@vai.org.uk
Applications should be made online at:

http://www.cripplegate.org/islington-community-chest
Attachments which cannot be submitted electronically can be sent to: 
Cripplegate Foundation

76 Central Street

London EC1V 8AG

9. Attendance Records
If you are running a lunch club, supplementary school or under fives activities please include records of attendance for the past 3 months with your application.

10. Monitoring

Funded groups are required to keep financial records of how the grant is spent and to provide a brief monitoring report once the project or activity is completed, along with evidence of expenditure. This report must be provided within one year of when the grant was awarded, e.g grant awarded September 2011, report to be received by September 2012. Failure to provide monitoring information may affect any future Community Chest funding for your group.
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